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e Computer Learning Month

e Cookie Month

e National Diabetes Month

e National Pizza Month

e National Popcorn Popping Month
e National Vegetarian Month



Worms And Dirt Cup Recipe

What You Need

e | pkg. (3.9 0z.) JELL-O Chocolate Flavor Instant Pudding

e 2 cups cold milk

e | tub (8 0z.) COOL WHIP Whipped Topping, thawed

e 15 OREO Cookies, finely crushed (about 1-1/4 cups), divided
e 10 worm-shaped chewy fruit snacks

Make It

e Beat pudding mix and milk in large bowl with whisk 2 min.

e [et stand 5 min.

e Stir in COOL WHIP and 1/2 cup cookie crumbs.

e Spoon into 10 (6- to 7-0z.) paper or plastic cups; top with remaining cookie crumbs.
e Refrigerate 1 hour.

e Top with fruit snacks just before serving.
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Pumpkins also come in white, blue and green. Great for unique monster carvings!

Halloween was brought to North America by immigrants from Europe who would celebrate the harvest around
a bonfire, share ghost stories, sing, dance and tell fortunes

Tootsie Rolls were the first wrapped penny candy in America.

Halloween candy sales average about 2 billion dollars annually in the United States.

Chocolate candy bars top the list as the most popular candy for trick-or-treaters with Snickers #1.
Halloween is the 2nd most commercially successful holiday, with Christmas being the first.

Bobbing for apples is thought to have originated from the roman harvest festival that honors Pamona, the
goddess of fruit trees.

The fear of Halloween is known as Samhainopobia.

The ancient Celts thought that spirits and ghosts roamed the countryside on Halloween night. They began
wearing masks and costumes to avoid being recognized as human.

The common little brown bat of North America has the longest life span for a mammal it's size, with a life span
averaging 32 years.
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Make Math Fun with Buttons!

Have a lot of loose buttons lying around the house? Put them to use!
Leftover buttons are the perfect tool for tactile math games and art
projects. Children are attracted to the bright colors and shapes of buttons,
so they're perfect for teaching important concepts like sorting, counting,
and patterning. Here are four ways to turn those loose buttons into an
easy and positive learning experience. Button up!

What You Need:

+ An assortment of buttons (from your own collection or a bag at the
craft store)

« Bowl

e Sheet of construction paper or card stock

* Glue

What You Do:

1. Sort the buttons. Dump the buttons onto the table or floor. Point out all the pretty colors and
different sizes. Can she put them into separate piles? Have her sort them by color first, then by
shape, and then by size. Can she sort by two descriptors: color and size?

2. Count the buttons. How high can she count? Have her drop the buttons into a bowl while
counting. This will help her with one-to-one correspondence. Make sure what she says matches
the corresponding button.

3. Button Patterns. Show her an AB pattern, such as red, blue, red, blue... Can she continue the
pattern? Can she make other AB patterns? How about an ABC, or other three-colored pattern?

4. Make a Button Letter. Using the glue, write the first letter of her name on the construction paper.
Have her glue the buttons on. Now she has a tactile letter to trace with her fingers. Make more
letters as your child encounters them in school or at home, and she'll learn the alphabet in no
time!
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X Marks the Spot: A Fire Escape Game

First grade is when schools usually introduce fire safety into the
curriculum by conducting fire drills. Your child may even be lucky enough
to have a firefighter come talk to his class! Fire drills may excite or
frighten your child, but the fact is that fire safety is important. In this activity,
your child will get to become a pirate and map out your house in search
of the treasure where X marks the spot that your family will meet in case
of a fire!

What You Need:

* Poster board

+ Markers

+ Yarn (a different color for each member of the family)
* Glue

* Coat hanger

What You Do:

1. Before you draw the map, hand your child a coat hanger and pretend it's a pirate hook as you
explore each room of the house together. Ask her to pay close attention to the shapes of the
rooms and where all the doors and windows are located.

2. Mow you need a treasure map! Use the ruler to help your child draw a large map of your house
on the piece of poster board, but leave space at the bottom for a key. Let her tell you where all
the windows and doors are, and be sure to mark them clearly. Invite your child to label each
room of the house in big, bold letters. Don't forget the hallways!

3. Decide as a family where you want to meet outside in case you get seperated while evacuating
the house. This spot will become the "X" that your little pirate should try to find. Be sure the spot
can be easily found in the dark, like a street [amp or a neighbor's house, and make sure it's far
enough from your house that you'll be safely away from the fire. Mark this spot on the map with
an x.

4., Parents, this next step is for you. Go through the house and figure out two escape routes per
room from each room in the house to the designated safety spot. One route should use a
window in case the doors are blocked by fire. Be sure to check the windows 10 make sure they'll
be easy to acoess.

5. Take out the yarn and let each family member pick a color, and be sure that everyone has a
different color. The yarn will illustrate each escape route on the map. At the bottom of the poster
board, have your child write each family member's name and invite her to glue the correct color
of yarn next to each name. Explain that this will serve as the key, so you know which person
belongs to each color of yarn.

6. Help your child cut two long pieces of yam for each person and glue one end of both pieces to
his or her bedroom on the map. The yarn has to be long enough to reach from the bedroom to
the safety spot, 50 it might be helpful to sketch out the escape routes beforehand. Help your
child glue the yam down along the two different escape routes each person, making sure to go
around walls and through doors and hallways.

7. Mow that the “treasure map” is finished, hang it in a visible spot that the entire family can see.

8. Have a family fire drill to practice the different escape routes from your house. it might be a good
idea to practice using obstacles, like pillows symbolizing fire that your child must avoid. Make it a

competition and see which "pirate” safely reaches the X first! Reward the winner with a small
prize, such as a scoop of ice cream or a new box of crayons. With a plan and practice, your
family will be totally prepared in case of an emergency!

Some Extra Fire Safety Tips:

* [fyou smell smoke or if a fire alarm goes off, head for safety.

+ Teach your child to Stop, Drop, and Roll in case her clothes catch on fire.

# Checkto see if adooris hot before opening it.

= Stay low to the ground to avoid the smokey air.

= Remind your child what a firefighter looks like in gear, and that she should always go to one if the
house is on fire.

s Explain to your child that it's okay if things in the house get burned; what matters is her safety.
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